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When Things Don’t Go as Planned

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge
him, and he will make your paths straight.” Proverbs 3:5

I was having a discussion with an old friend the other day. Actually he dropped me an email to remind
me that the “Farmer’s Almanac” was completely wrong regarding the weather this summer. I had to admit he was
right, although I am an ardent reader of “The Old Farmer’s Almanac” and defended them as being right over
eighty percent of the time, which isn’t so bad. In fact I reminded him that our “Nor-Ida” storm in the fall was
actually predicted fairly accurately...the forecast called for rain during the period, and they were pretty close
regarding our snow storms this past winter.

But yes, I had to admit the summer forecasting has been a little short on the severity of the heat and the lack
of rain. But I still read the almanac. Even if they don’t get it right. I would prefer that they stick to their sunspot
formulas and 100-year weather trend records and give it a try. You have to try. And if you fail, you apply what
you have learned, and try again.

I was at a seminar a few years back for churches trying to break out of routines and trying to reach new
believers in an ever-changing world. I will never forget the speaker when he asked us, “What do you think is the
one thing that holds a church back from growing?” We pondered and named systems and demographics. We
named societal trends and economic factors. To our surprise, the speaker said, “The biggest factor in a church’s
growth is getting over their fear of failure.” He went on to say that often a church will plan a ministry heavily,
weigh all the aspects, secure the funding, do the research, and only attempt it after on paper it proves to be a
success. When it doesn’t succeed, the church hangs it over their mantle as a reminder to never try again like that.

The speaker said the key is to try something. Maybe it will work, maybe it won’t. Maybe now is the time for a
ministry, maybe now isn’t the time. But do try. Spread the ministries like seeds. Some will fall and sprout and
grow. Some will....well you know about the rocks and the paths. (Matthew 13) But the one element our speaker
closed with was that any ministry, any idea belongs to God. So have faith. If we try and fail, we collect our
thoughts and try again. The important thing is to have faith and keep trying.

This month our Church Council will spend some time discerning what ministries lie ahead for Bellamy.
Some ministries are already in place, some we haven’t even thought of yet. Some we have tried, but maybe now is
the season to give it another go. As we use the month of August to prepare for our future, the important thing to do
is to try. So if you feel there is a ministry or a need that our community needs, I need to hear from you!

Oh, and my friend called me the other day. It seems the Washington DC area had a minor earthquake. I told

him that I had heard, and that I had checked the Almanac. It seems July 15" was a likely day for one to happen.
Not bad for the Almanac! Enjoy your summer...we’ll see you in church!
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Marriage Announcement
y > “’

Congratulations to Ashby “Burt” i -
Marshall and Jordan Hailey Debolt i ' J
who were joined in marriage on P\
June 19", 2010. Burt is the son of @' g /
Debbie and Russell Marshall. Sl

True Love
Author Unknown

True love is a sacred flame
That burns eternally,
And none can dim its special glow
Or change its destiny.

True love speaks in tender tones
And hears with gentle ear,
True love gives with open heart
And true love conquers fear.
True love makes no harsh demands.
It neither rules nor binds.

And true love holds with gentle hands,
The heart that it entwines.

Director of Children’s Ministries
Barbara Joyner

Sunday School

As we all enjoy the
summer fun of August, it’s
time to plan for our fall
Sunday School quarter.
We’re looking for teachers
to rotate in our 3-4 year
old class and our 4-5" grade class. No experience
necessary — just a desire to help our children to learn
about God’s love! All materials and training provided.

If you would like to be part of our Sunday School
program, please contact Barbara Joyner at 694-5142 or
b.joyner@bellamyumc.org.

Young Adults
Rick and Genia Allen

Calling ALL Young Adults! Who are Young

Adults? Anyone 18-40! If you are in this category,
you NEED to be at a special party just for you. This is
a get acquainted time for you to meet others at
Bellamy, enjoy good food, and learn about
opportunities to serve the Lord. If you have children,
bring them, as we will provide games for them.

When: Sunday August 8th 12Noon to 2 p.m.
Where: Bellamy UMC Pavilion

Who: YOU

Contact:

Rick & Genia Allen
Misty and Thomas Justis

694-0408 or 815-1501
832-5353

Church Council Retreat

Bellamy Church members are asked to be in prayer for
your Church Council as we prepare for a goal-setting
retreat. The retreat will be held on Saturday, August
21*, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon in the Old Church.

Our desire is to look at short-term and long-range
ministry goals for Bellamy. We will be using Robert
Schnase’s book, “Five Practices of Fruitful
Congregations™ as our guide. All members of Church
Council are invited to attend and may purchase a copy
of the book in the church office to prepare for this most
important gathering.

God’s Minute

We all have difficulties in our lives from time to time.
Times when dealing with people or situations get us
down. Sometimes those difficulties even seem to
overwhelm us to the point that we feel there is nothing
that we can do about it!

Now when that happens, remember that it is written; /
can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.
(Philippians 4:13) So the next time that you are

faced with something that seems difficult to you, why
not ask for God's help? After all it is written, For with
God nothing will be impossible. (Luke 1:37)
Therefore, remember that with God's help Noah built
the Ark, while professional ship builders built the
Titanic.
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Trust Him in Everything
Byron Bohnert

In the sport of NASCAR there are individual drivers for every race car and for
every driver there is a spotter. On their own, a racecar driver is more likely to crash,
but with the help of a spotter they are able to avoid some costly accidents.

Bob Margolis from Yahoo Sports explains, “The spotter is a team member with a
radio who is placed in a high position where they can see as much of the entire race
track as physically possible-usually on top of the highest grandstand. His or her
primary job is to make sure the driver is safe during the race and to be a second set

of eyes.

More than anything else, it's a job based on trust. When a spotter says "clear,” his driver has to trust he's being
given good information and that no other car is there, meaning he can move up or down the track.”

We ourselves, are in a race, and God is our spotter. From His vantage point, God is able to see every detail of our
life. Nothing is hidden from God’s sight, and to Him our road ahead is clearly visible.

I’m learning that when things don’t work out the way I would have wanted, there is a greater plan in the future. The
focus has to be taken off my doubts and placed on a promised word from God. His words in Jeremiah 29:11 are
straightforward. In one of Pastor Kevin Gerald’s messages he said, “The eyes of faith are not always looking at the
natural. The eyes of faith look out and they see the good, and they focus on the positive, and the eyes of faith are
going to continue to trust God in everything.” No matter how bleak today may look there is always change on the
horizon for those of us who have the faith to believe.

Habakkuk learned how to trust God and not be affected by the negative stuff going on around him. He writes in
Habakkuk 3:17-19, “Though the cherry trees don't blossom and the strawberries don't ripen, though the apples are
worm-eaten and the wheat fields stunted, though the sheep pens are sheepless and the cattle barns empty, I'm
singing joyful praise to God. I'm turning cartwheels of joy to my Savior God. Counting on God's Rule to prevail, 1
take heart and gain strength. I run like a deer. 1 feel like I'm king of the mountain!” (MSG)

When you’re in a tight spot and problems are raging all around, there is a sense of uncertainty that tries to envelop
the mind. If we are not careful, it is easy to get mentally sidetracked. By focusing on our problems and never
looking up, we will fail to experience the peace of God. Isaiah 26:3 tells us, “God will keep in perfect peace all
who trust in Him, all whose thoughts are fixed on Him!” (NLT)

To reiterate about the spotter, Bob Margolis goes on to say, “Spotters can be responsible for keeping a young,
perhaps emotional and easily frustrated driver calm while also telling him to slow down or speed up. He adds,
“...the spotter also is a driver's co-pilot in the sense that he's able to see the big picture throughout the race.”

You and I have to come to the place where we trust God completely and allow Him the freedom to point us in the
right direction. Not only do we have to trust Him, we have to remember, “God causes everything to work together
for the good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them” (Rom. 8:28 NLT).

“Be happy with me because I found my lost sheep.” Luke 15:6

When Jesus told the story of the missing sheep, some of the people who were listening wiped away a tear because
they knew how it feels to be lost among the crowd. Jesus wanted us to understand that we have a Father who sees
and cares for each one of his children—that we are all equally valuable to him. (Max Lucado)
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Youth Devotion
Look Both Ways
Before Crossing

fi Sk

Use the Crosswalk

For the word of God is
living and active. Sharper
than any double-edged
sword, it penetrates even
to dividing soul and spirit,

joints and marrow; it
Jjudges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Nothing
in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is
uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom
we must give account. (Hebrews 12:13-14)

One day a pastor was busy writing his sermon when his
little boy walked in and asked what he was doing. "I'm
writing my message for the congregation, son". The
child then asked: "Does God tell you what to say,
Daddy?" The pastor replied, "Of course He does!" The
youngster thought about that for a minute, then he
asked: "Daddy, if God tells you what to say, then why
do you keep crossing things out?"

By the way, why do we keep crossing things out? God
does not give us the option of picking and choosing
what we believe or don't believe from His word. Check
out what Jesus said: Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will never pass away. (Matthew 24:35-
36)

The statements of Scripture are not just words on a page
or the ramblings of Jesus freaks. They are the living,
breathing, powerful Word of God. In fact, billions of
years from now when the world is the dust ball
formerly known as earth, the Bible will be as relevant
and authoritative as it was when it was written.

The Pharisees were really good at picking out what
parts of Scripture they liked, and what parts to ignore.
Jesus' strongest words were towards those who would
dare do such a thing with the statements of His Father,
and try to pass themselves off as true believers. They
were the first to tell you they knew God, but they were
also the first to 'cross out' the uncomfortable parts of
Scripture.

Are there verses in the Bible that make you
uncomfortable? Many people have a mental marker
when they read the Bible, and as soon as the sword of

the Spirit slices into their spiritual mediocrity, the pen
starts flying.

What does a marker look like? It's in your brain, and the
ink comes in the form of thoughts like:

e "Well, I'm glad that verse doesn't apply to
me."

e "I don't think the pastor translated that
passage correctly."

¢ "That command was only meant for the
people back then."

e "There is no way that God expects me to
obey that."

Perhaps it's time to put down the permanent marker and
open praying hands to God. The Bible is the ultimate
truth in the universe; it is the final authority for thoughts
and behavior. It is applicable in all places for all
situations in all time periods. Rejecting Scripture is like
pushing away a lifesaver after it has been thrown to
you. Apply the Book of Books, and you will have best
of life.

Youth News

The Middle/Senior High Youth will continue our
summer meeting times from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. through
September 5". We will resume meeting from 4:00 to
6:00 p.m. beginning September 19™. All rising 6™
graders are invited to join us. Summers are pretty laid-
back with short devotions and lots of time to hang out
and make new friends!

Youth Sunday
August 8th
TEAM

Youth Sunday will be August 8"
We need everyone’s talents!
Come and help us plan an
amazing worship service.

Newsletter Articles

Newsletter articles are due by the 15" of the month.
You can leave your articles in the “Newsletter Box” on
the table in the Adult Wing or email them to
carolpatnode@cox.net
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Birthdays

1 Mark Kellum, Nick Birdsall

2 Wendall Johnston, Sr., Doris Herr, Jeannie Dunston,
Courtney Parkinson

Dana Kohlhorst

Rose Rilee, George Jenkins, Jr., Jacob Nunn
Amanda Symonds

Edwin Johnston, Jr., Monica Selph
David Russ

10 Martin Adams

11 Samantha Good

12 Zachariah Price

13 Brad Miller, Gina Cook

15 Tina McDermott

16 Melissa Baldwin

o AN W»nm A~ W

17 Gary Dayton, Amanda Prochnow

18 Clark Silvis, Tom Judy

19 Caroline Baldwin

21 Lindsay Smith

23 Courtney Jenkins-Lipscomb

24 Karen Cooper, Landon Khoury, Sarah McCreary

25 Bobby Hudgins, Neville Reynolds, Regina South,
James Wood

26 Patty Thomas, Ciara Grey
28 Sarah McNutt
30 Melinda Phillips

Anniversaries

1 Cindy and Rudy Michaud, Jr.

2 Barbara and Randy Joyner
Amber and Justin Williams

3 Carol and Louis Patnode

6  Pam and Mark Cheresnowsky
7  Amy and Mitch Foos

13 Cindy and Tom Meier

17 Jean and Jim Sias

Anniversaries (continued)

23 Tracie and Tim Tillage
25 Diane and Rick Miner
27 Lindsay and Michael Smith

If your name is missing or misspelled on the
Birthday/Anniversary List, please notify the office so we
can make the necessary corrections. Thank you.

"KIDS IN CHURCH"

A Sunday school class was studying the Ten
Commandments. They were ready to discuss the last
one. The teacher asked if anyone could tell her what it
was. Susie raised her hand, stood tall, and quoted, "Thou
shall not take the covers off the neighbor's wife."

After the christening of his baby brother in church, Jason
sobbed all the way home in the back seat of the car. His
father asked him three times what was wrong. Finally,
the boy replied, "That preacher said he wanted us
brought up in a Christian home, and [ wanted to stay
with you guys."

I had been teaching my three-year old daughter, Caitlin,
the Lord's Prayer for several evenings at bedtime, she
would repeat after me the lines from the prayer. Finally,
she decided to go solo. I listened with pride as she
carefully enunciated each word right up to the end of the
prayer: "Lead us not into temptation," she prayed, "but
deliver us some E-mail."

A Sunday school teacher asked her children, as they
were on the way to church service, "And why is it
necessary to be quiet in church?" One bright little girl
replied, "Because people are sleeping.”

Six-year-old Angie and her four-year-old brother Joel
were sitting together in church. Joel giggled, sang, and
talked out loud. Finally, his big sister had had enough.
"You're not supposed to talk out loud in church." "Why?
Who's going to stop me?" Joel asked. Angie pointed to
the back of the church and said, "See those two men
standing by the door? They're hushers."

h
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Prayer Makes a Difference
Charles Stanley

After observing the godless condition of our nations, we readily recognize the need for change. But God's solution for
our predicament is surprising. Paul instructs Timothy to establish some priorities in the church, and top on the list is
prayer "for kings and all who are in authority" (v. 2). The reason for our petitions is so that we can live tranquil and
godly lives and thereby have unhindered opportunities to tell others about the Savior (v. 2-4).

Paul would never have given this command to Timothy if he didn't believe that the church's prayers made a difference
in achieving God's purposes for their nation. Our problem is not with the Lord's promise or power, but with our lack of
faith. By focusing on the enormity of the problems or the power of those in office, we lose sight of our sovereign God
who waits for us to ask for His intervention.

Political policies and legislation are not ultimately determined in conference rooms and governmental chambers, but in
prayer closets. The voices that shape the direction of a nation are not necessarily those that ring out in legislative halls,
but those that approach the throne room of God with bold faith (Heb. 4:16). As the church believes and prays, the Lord
will respond.

Knowing that God can change a country, you may be wondering why He has waited so long. Maybe He is asking you
a similar question: "Why have you waited so long to pray?" Every authority on earth can be touched by the power of
prayer if we are willing to ask and believe God.

L urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone—for kings and all
those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases
God our Savior, who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and one
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all men—the testimony given
in its proper time. And for this purpose I was appointed a herald and an apostle—I am telling the truth, I am not
lying—and a teacher of the true faith to the Gentiles. I want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer, without
anger or disputing. 1 Timothy 2: 1-8

Christian Education
Barbara Lewis

Classes Start at 10:00 a.m.

Ages 3-5™ Grades Children’s Wing Noah’s Ark

Middle School Class Second Floor (Old Church) (Study Topics Vary)

Senior High Basement Sharing Jesus

Young Adults Second Floor (Old Church) 1, 2™ 3™ Books of John
Fellowship Class Main Hall (Fellowship Room) Adult Bible Studies

Helen Kerns Class Main Hall (Helen Kerns Room) Adult Bible Studies
Cornerstone Class First Floor (Old Church) Videos: Promised Land

Seekers Class Second Floor (Old Church) Follow-Up on Sunday’s Sermon
Young Adults Old Church Mark

Wednesday Evenings at 7:00 p.m.
Dinner is served.




BELLAMY BEACON AUGUST 2010

Children’s Page

Alison Bell

Wordsearch: Does God Really Love You?

You probably know your brothers and sisters and your friends at school and church love you. You know how much

your mom and dad love you because they tell you. But do you know how much God loves you, and what He would do
for you?

The truth is God DOES love you and already HAS done great things because He loves you. In fact, He loves you more
than anyone else in this world. That’s right - that includes Mom and Dad.

He loves you so much that He sent Jesus, His only son, to be our example. God loves you so much He wanted a way
to be with us all the time. With Jesus as our guide and the Holy Spirit in our hearts, we can live in a way that shows
how much we love God back!

"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but
have eternal life." (John 3:16) Yes, God really does love you!
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Begotten God John Should Three
Believes Have Life Sixteen Whoever
But He Loved So World
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